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EDmBuRen, lar 3. 1790. 


At a General Mening of the Society in Scotland for 

Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, 

The Earl of Leven, Preſident, in in the V, 
THE thanks of the Society were given DOE the Chair 
to the Rev. Mr. Fleming, for his excellent Sermon this 
| day preached before them ; and he was requeſted to give | 
bis manuſcript of the ſame, to be printed for the Be- 
85 of the Society. 

Jo. K Eur, SEG. 
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THE 


DEATH OF CHRIST, 


A 


s E R M O N. 


Gal. i. 3. 4. 


2<0UR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHG GAVE HIMSELF FOR 


OUR SINS—— ACCORDING TO THE WIEL OF GOD | 


AND OUR FATHER. 


Tana is no ſubject on which the human 
mind can be employed, that furniſhes more 


ample matter for reflection than the hiſtory of 


Jeſus Chriſt. The events connected with his 
miraculous birth; the luſtre of his perſonal qua- 
lities, and the ſpotleſs purity of his life; the 
train of wonderful circumſtances involved in his 
death; form together an aſſemblage of intereſt- 


ing objects, to which there has hot e a 


parallel ſince time began. 


Jeſus was uſhered into the world with an un- 
uſual ſolemnity; a dignifying pomp that ren. 


dered him, from the very womb, an object of 
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general attention and general expectation. His 


conception was previouſly announced by a meſ- 


ſenger from God. A multitude of the hea- 
4 yenly hoſt” deſcending from on high to pub- 
liſh and celebrate his nativity. Wiſe men of the 
eaſt, under the guidance of a far, came from 
a diſtant land to honour his birth and ** to wor- 
„ ſhip him.” And Jews, venerable for their 
age, and ſtill more for their prophetic charac- 
ter, openly rejoiced in him, and“ ſpake of him 
* to all them that looked for W in 
6e Iſrael.” | 

From a life begun with ſuch diſtinguiſhed 
honours, the mind would draw the preſage of 


future greatneſs ; and this preſage the ſequel 


verified. The ſuperior brightneſs of the dawn 
was but a natural prelude: to the tranſcendent 
glories of the ſucceeding day. 

The firſt part of his life indeed, Jeſus paſſed 
in the obſcurity of a private ſtation, without ex- 
Hibiting any thing tranſmitted to us, that could 


juſtify the early expectations which were formed 
of him. During that period, the ſun was hid 


dehind a cloud; its rays were intercepted; its 


native glory was obſcured. - But in proceſs of 


time it emerged, and hone: va in full ſplendor. 
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The glory of Jeſus appeared: and men be- 
« held it as the glory of the only begotten of 
* the Father, full of grace and truth.“ | 

Jeſus diſplayed, in his conduR, the higheſt 
poſſible excellence, without a ſhade of imperfec- 
tion, He could challenge the utmoſt malice of 
his enemies to © convince him of fin. He knew 

e no fin, nor was guile found in his mouth, 
« Holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from 
<« ſinners,” his life was the image and pattern 
of univerſal righteouſneſs, 

With the luſtre of human virtue, Jeſus unit- 
ed a far brighter glory. Profeſſing to have come 
into the world with authority from God; aſ- 
ſuming the name and character of the Son of 
God; claiming, and © thinking it no robbery 
% to be equal with God;“ he juſtified theſe 
high pretenſions by diſplays of wiſdom, power 
and goodneſs, which beſpoke the preſence and 
perfection of God. His wiſdom was infinite; 
„ all things were naked and open to him ;*? 
he clearly diicerned the thoughts and intents 
« of the heart; he knew what was in man.“ 
When he opened his mouth to diſpenſe “ the 
“ treaſures of his wiſdom,” his enemies were 
conſtrained to own that “ never man ſpake like 
A ij 


_—_ — — Rs 2 


—— rt NEG cv 


—— 


43 
1 
7 
= 
. 
1 


j 
I 
! 
5 
| 
Hl 
| 

| 


tal 


6 this man.” The language of heaven dropped 
from his lips. He © had the words of eternal 
+ life. He _ "_ authority, His word 
& was with power.“ 

Io his power all nature was halle At his 
command, the boiſterous winds were laid; the 
raging ſea was calm. The moſt malignant, and 
inveterate, and hopeleſs diſeafes, were healed with 
a word. Nay, the bands of death were diſ- 
ſolved ; and, yielding to his ſovereign influence, 
the © cruel grave” reſigned her dead. 

This almighty power he made ſubſervient to 
the purpoſes of goodneſs. Ever attentive to the 
calls of humanity, and regardleſs of any incon- 


venience that attended its ſervice, © he went 


about doing good” miniſtering health and 
comfort, and happineſs, whereyer he came. 

To this excellent perſon, who united the 
fullneſs and ſufficiency of the Godhead with the 


kindly ſenſibilities of human nature, what re- 


gard ſhall we ſuppoſe to have been paid? what 
reception ſhall we ſuppoſe to haye been given ? 
Did he not attract the eager attention, and cap- 


tivate the beſt affections of mankind ? Did not 


his conduct extort their admiration ; his pre- 
ſence command their reſpeQ ; his character ex» 


C3) 
eite their reverence and engage their love? Were 
they not counted happy who obtained acceſs ta 
him; who heard his heavenly inſtructions and 
faw his godlike acts? Did not © the wiſe, and 
* the noble, and the mighity,” liſt themſelves in 
his train ? Did not all men concur to honour 
him, and with earneſt zeal expreſs their affec- 
tion and confidence? 
With eyery claim to. this reception, who 
could ſuppoſe that Jeſus ſhould have experienced 
a treatment directly the reverſe? that inſtead of 
paying him his juſt homage, a whole nation 
ſhould have combined againſt him? that his ac- 
tions ſhould have been vilified ; his character 
traduced ; his perſon hated ; his miniſtry de- 
ſpiſed? that he ſhould have been © oppreſſed, 
* afflicted,” perſecuted, arraigned, condemned 
and put to death, with peculiar circumſtances of 
; indignity and cruelty ? 15 
It is difficult to conceive how men, depraved 
as they are, ſhould have ſo far diveſted them- 
ſelves of the feelings of humanity, and violated 
every right principle of conduct, as to requite 
the conſpicuous innocence and perfect virtue 
of Jeſus Chriſt, with ſuch barbarity and injuſtice. 
But that Jeſus ſhould have condeſcended to ſuffer 


. 
fach injurious treatment; that a perſon claim 
ing the dignified title of the Son of God, and 
proving with indiſputable evidence, his origin 
from God, ſhould have, without reſiſtance, and 
without complaint, ſubmitted to contradiction; 
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| to perſecution ; to a painful, an infamous, an 
accurſed death; this is a phenomenon in the 
moral world, for which the wiſdom of man 


could never have accounted, 

4 To inveſtigate this ſubje& by the lights of 
divine revelation; to trace the death of Chriſt 
to its proper cauſe ; to aſcertain its great de- 
ſign ; to illuſtrate its neceſſity, and to vindicate 
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N its wiſdom and juſtice; theſe are the objects to 
uhich I propoſe at preſent to direct your atten- 
tion. 5 | | 

The proſecution of them will open an ex- 
; tenſive field for pleaſing and uſeful meditation 
j for meditation, too, that will not, I hope, be 
| found unſuitable to the particular occaſion on 
which we are aſſembled. 


Firſe, 1 begin with premiſing that the death of 
Chriſt is here expreſſed by giving himjelf ; a 
mode of ſpeech which the apoſtle, in different 
inſtances, employs to denote our Lord's obe- 
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dience in general; and in particular, his volun- 


_ tary ſubmiſſion to the croſs. 


This indirect method of expreſſing that e event, 
fome have ſuppoſed the apoſtle adopted, in order. 
to avoid the offence which the direct mention 
of the croſs might have given to the Jews: to 
whom, amidſt the haughty pretenſions to ex- 
cellence and ſuperiority which they founded on 
their external relation to God, and the high 
expectations of temporal deliverance and ag- 
grandiſement which they connected with the ap- 
pearance of the Meſſiah; the humility, and ſtill 
more, the ſufferings of Chriſt ; were a rock 
& of offence,” almoſt inſurmountable. + This 
ſuppoſition, however, we are conſtrained to re- 

je&, as not only arguing a falſe delicacy, a 
mean compliance unworthy of the apoſtle's cha- 
racter, but expreſsly contradicting his general 


practice: For to thoſe who are converſant. in his 


writings, it is obvious that he ſuffers no oppor- 
tunity to eſcape him of making the moſt open 
and unequivocal mention of the croſs. Nay, he 
is forward to mention it. He exults; he glo- 
<- ries in the croſs of Chriſt ;*” regardleſs of the 


prejudices which a blinded nation had unjuſtly 


and fooliſhly conceived againſt a ſuffering Saviour. 
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Some other reaſon, then, muſt be aſſign | Y 
for the uſe of this expreſſion. And if we take | 
it as it is introduced in the text, it will appeat 
to have been deſigned to repreſent to us the 
proper cauſe of the death of Chriſt ; to lead us 
to refer that great event to the ſpontaneous o. 
operation of his own choice with the will of 
„ God and our Father.” This is the radical 
cauſe to which the death of Chriſt muſt be a- 
ſeribed. All thoſe external circuniſtances which 
conſpired to promote it, were but ſecondary to 
this; they were but means by whoſe inſtru- 
mentality it operated and produced its effect. 
So extenſively doth this obſervation hold, that 
to every outward agent in the ſufferings of 
Chriſt ; to the falſe diſciple who betrayed him; 
to the malicious Jews who“ were inſtant with 


loud voices, requiring that he might be cru- 


& cified, and whoſe voices prevailed ;” to the 
executioners who nailed him to the crofs ; and 
to the ſoldier who pierced his fide; to each of | 
theſe we may apply his own language to his 
partial judge: Thou couldſt have no power 
& at all againſt me, except it were given thee 
& from above.” For how eaſily could he have 
defeated the counſels of his enemies, and made 
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„ban their devices of none effecl. ” With 4 
word, or with a look, or with a mere act of 
the will, he could, in a moment, have over- 
turned their beſt laid ſchemes, and even con- 
verted their impotent attempts againſt his life, 
to their own deſtrudtion: Or, as he hinted to 
Peter, when prompted by an inconſiderate zeal, 
that apoſtle drew the ſword in his defence, he | 
could have brought * legions of angels” from 
heaven, for his reſcue and protection. Indeed, 
his enemies themſelves ſufficiently experienced 
his irreſiſtible power, when by the mere energy 
of a ſhort reply, an armed multitude whom they 
ſent to ſeize him were ſo overawed, that, unable 
to ſtand in his preſence, © they went e 
« and fell to the ground.“ 

But though poſſeſſed of this almighty power, 
Jeſus never employed it, but in ſubſerviency to 
the will and the glory of God. He came 
« down from heaven, not to do his own will, 
„ but the will of the Father that ſent him. 
And he ſought not his own will; but zeal 
ouſly did, and patiently ſuffered © the will of 
“ his Father.” Even in that dreadful hour 
when his human nature was ready to fink 
under the weight of his ſufferings, and he car- 

| | B 
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( 10 ) 
neſtly prayed in an agony, that © the cup 


„ which the Father had given him might paſs 


from him ;” his ſubmiſſion to the Father re- 


pelled the ſenſe of pain, and triumphed over 


the weakneſs of his humanity ; ſo that reſuming 
his native fortitude, he placidly and fully ac- 
quieſced in © the Father's good pleaſure : O 
„ my Father, if this cup may not paſs from me 
* except I drink it, thy will be done.” 

Thus ſtrengthened and reſigned, he went forth 
with cheerfulneſs to meet thoſe who drew near 
to apprehend him. When the hour of his 


enemies was come,” he ſurrendered himſelf 
into their hands ; he patiently endured their 


blind and inhuman fury ;- he ſuffered the power 
of darkneſs to rage * ; he ſubmitted in every 
thing ; he © became obedient unto death, even 
< the death of the croſs: For all this was the 
Father's will ; the previous appointment of eter- 
nal wiſdom for promoting the ends of his infinite 
grace. So the apoſtle, Peter expreſsly intimates 


where, (peaking of the condemnation and death 


460 This i is your hour, and the power of darkneſs: of 
Luke xxii. 53. 
be prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing 
yy in me.” John xiv. 30. | 


( ww J 

of Chriſt, he faith, that Herod and Pilate, 
< the Gentiles and the people of Iſrael, had done 
„what the hand and counſel of God determin- 
£© ed before to be done.“ And in this, as in 
every other inſtance, the Father's will was alſo 
the Son's. He is © one with the Father, and 
cc came in the Father's name, to finiſh his work.“ 
Whatever therefore the accompliſhment of his 
work required, Jeſus ſuffered, not by conſtraint 
or reluctantly, but readily and of his full accord. 
I fay, not by conſtraint ; this the perfection of 
- his character abſolutely excluded. No man,” 
faith he himſelf, © taketh my life from me, but 
* I lay it down of myſelf : I have power to lay 
« jt down, and I have power to take it again. 
n commandment I have received of my 
„ Father.” | 

Ve who proudly rejec a fu iffering Suriour, 
learn from this, that although the enemies of 
Chriſt ſucceeded in their deſigns againſt him, 
ſo as even © with wicked hands” to ſhed his 
innocent blood; yet as no policy of manage- 
ment, no vigour of exertion in man, could of | 
| Itſelf have brought their deſigns to this iſſue, 
their ſucceſs: cannot be conſidered either as ar- 
guing inferiority or defect of power in him, or 
oY 
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as furniſhing them with any reaſonable ground 
of boaſting or triumph. No: had they not been 
permitted by the counſels of God ; had he not 
condeſcended to ſubmit to their power, all their 
attempts againſt him would have been utterly 
abortive. And learn on the other hand, ye 
whe ** eſteem this man of ſorrows, who glory in 
* the croſs of Chriſt, and deſire to know no- 
thing ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified ;” 
learn to regard his death with all its diſtreſsful 
circumitances, as the genuine reſult of his own 
uncontrouled and ſovereign pleaſure : perſuaded 
that neither chance nor deſtiny; neither the en- 
deavours of human malice, nor the aſſaults of 
infernal rage, ſeparate or combined, were ſuffi. 
cient to produce an event ſo ſtupendous. Tis 
to himſelf alone, to the gratuitous motion of his 
own good will, that this act of grace and humi- 
liation muſt be ultimately referred. Jeſus died, 
becauſe it was the Father's will; becauſe with 
the Father's will, his own entirely accorded. 
This, I repeat it, is the proper ſource, the grand 
and primary cauſe to which his death muſt be 
traced, To this, all the cauſes which imme- 
diately or apparently contributed to it were but 
ſuboxdinate, From this, the whole of their ef. 


con) 


ficacy was derived. And but for this, the ut. 
moſt efforts of his united enemies could never 


have prevailed. © The heathen might have 
3 raged; the people might have imagined vairl 


“ things; the kings of the earth might have ſet 
ce themſelves, and the rulers taken counſel to- 
« gether againſt the Lord, and againſt his anoint= 
& d: But he that ſitteth in the heavens would 


5 have laughed; the Lord would have had them 
& in deriſion.“ 


But when we ſpeak of the death of Chriſt as 


originating in the will and counſel of God, the 
queſtion naturally occurs? What could have 
moved the all- wiſe God to will an event, which, 
while it violated the eſſential dignity of Chriſt's 
perſon, apparently tended to counteract the im- 


mediate ends of the office with which he was 


inveſted. Jeſus, we are taught on divine autho- 
rity to believe, was commiſſioned of God, to 
inſtruct, to convert, to ſave the world. But 


nothing could, to our apprehenſions, have been 


more unlikely to promote thoſe ends than the 
croſs, than which there is not a greater or 
more general cauſe of offence in the my 
500 pel. To ons Fo 
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In the ſecond place, For what end ſhall we 
ſuppoſe the death of Chriſt to have been deſign- 
ed? Wherefore was it neceſſary that © the Son 
& of God, who thought it no robbery to be 
& equal with God,” ſhould diveſt- himſelf of 
| his native form and dignity, condeſcend to the 
extremity of abaſement, and even ſubmit to the 
infliction of death, in a form humiliating and 
diſgraceful to human nature ? The ſolution of 
this queſtion 1t highly concerns us to know, 
to believe, and to engrave on the tables of our 
hearts : as it involves a myſtery, than which the 
divine oracles reveal none greater, none by 
which the ſoul is carried into an higher admira- 
tion of © the depth of the riches of the wiſdom 
of God.“ | | 

The great end for which our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt died, the apoſtle aſcertains in the text 
<© he gave himſelf for our fins.” It is true, 
there were other ends, and thoſe of great im- 
portance, to which the death of Chriſt was con- 
feſſedly inſtrumental. In particular, it ſerved as 
a confirmation of the truth of his goſpel, which 
was thus authenticated with the ſeal of his blood. 
And in his admirable conduct under thoſe pe- 
culiar ſufferings which preceded and. accom» 
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panied his death, he has diſplayed a bright res 
preſentation, a perfect pattern of the moſt ami- 
able and neceſſary duties of human life; of 5 
humility, patience, meekneſs, charity, reſigna- 
tion, obedience. And this pattern of conduct 
the goſpel exhibits to our view; that having it 
habitually before us, beholding a perfect image 
of our duty reflected as by a glaſs, © we might 
ce be changed into the ſame image from glory 
* to glory.” To this laſt object the apoſtle 
Peter expreſsly refers the circumſtances of 
Chriſt's death, where he faith, that © Chriſt 
e alſo ſuffered for us, leaving us an example, 
& that we ſhould follow his ſteps.“ 

But though this event was clenrly ſubſervient 
to thoſe excellent ends, it does not appear to 
have been abſolutely required for their accom- 
pliſhment. There were other obvious means 
by which the ſame ends could have been as ad- 
vantageouſly promoted and as completely ob- 
tained. The truth of the goſpel could have 
been ſufficiently proved by miracles. Indeed 
Jeſus actually wrought miracles, which carry to 
every unprejudiced mind, the fulleſt conviction 
that he was © a teacher come from God.” And 
had it been otherwiſe ; ; bad his previous Mirae 


(626) 
cles been incompetent to produce this convies. 
tion, it was ſtill in his power, by a miraculous 
_ exertion for his inſtant reſcue from the croſs, 
to have furniſhed at leaſt as full a demonſtration 
of the truth of his religion, as could with any 
probability be derived from a humble and un- 
reſiſting ſubmiſſion to death. This the ſpecta- 
tors of his crucifixion contemptuouſly urged ; 
lf he be the Son of God, let him come down 
from the croſs, and we will believe him.” 
The ſame thing holds with reſpe& to the 
virtues which his ſufferings ſerved to diſplay and 
illuſtrate. Theſe he could have taught and ex- 
emplified with fufficient effect in the conduct of 
his life, without the neceſſity of enduring on 
that account the pain and ignominy of a violent 
death. Nay, take the prophets” who have 
of old © reſiſted unto blood, for an example; 
and they have left behind them ſo many in- 
ſtances of exalted” piety, of diſintereſted good- 
neſs, of intrepid reſolution, of faithfu] endur- 
ance, and ſuch illuſtrious diſplays of the ſame 
virtues have been ſuperadded by the ſuffering 
ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt, that our duty in every 
poſſible ſituation may be conſidered as ſufficient- 
ly exemplified in © the patience and faith of 


17 | 
< the ſaints.” _— the attainment of this 
end cannot be ſuppoſed to have neceſſarily re- 
quired the ſufferings and death of the Son of 
God. Beſides, the event of his death was at- 
tended with circumſtances which are wholly pe- 
culiar to itſelf, and for which it were impoſſible 
to account, without ſuppoſing it intended for 
ſome other, and nobler, and more neceſſary end, 
than either ta eſtabliſh the truth of the Chriſtian 
doQrine, or to exhibit a pattern of Chriſtian 
conduct. For, if we ſuppoſe Jeſus to have fuls 
fered for the attainment of thoſe ends only, to 
what ſhall we attribute that painful fenſe of his 
ſufferings, under which his immaculate fout was 
fo © exceeding forrowful ?** Whence that hor- 
 Tible agony, in the violence of which © his 
„ ſweat was as it were great drops of blood fall. 
<« ing down to the ground?” Whence that over- 
whelming ſenſe of dereliction under which he 
mournfully exclaimed, * My God, 8 3 
«© why haſt thou forſaken me?” 
If we examine the hiſtory of that © cloud of 
< witneſſes,” who have in different ages of the 
| world atteſted the truth with their blood, many 
of them, we ſhall find, encountered death in all 
its Lerrors,: without A a e of fear 
C 


(ns) 


or depreſſion. They were tortured ; they were 
* ſtoned ; they were ſawn aſunder ; they were 
« ſlain with the ſword:” the moſt exquiſite tor. 
ments, that inventive malice could deviſe, or ſa- 
vage cruelty inflict, they endured, — not merely 
without diſmay, not merely with patience, but 
with exultation and triumph. Now, when we 
ſee Jeſus ſo deeply affected with the ſenſe of his 
ſufferings, his innocent foul © troubled, and 
<« ſore amazed, and in great heavineſs, even 
* unto death ;*'..and when with thoſe circum- 
ſtances we compare the dignity of his perſon 
and the. excellence of his character, and join the | 
conſideration that his ſufferings and death were 
voluntary, the unconſtrained aft of his own de- 
liberate and predetermined choice; what judge- 
ment are we to form? How ſhall we account for 
appearances fo diſcordant with thoſe tranſcend« 
ent qualities which uniformly ſhone in his con- 
duct? On a ſober review of the various circum 
ſtances of Chriſt's paſſion, are we not forced to 
conclude that there was ſomething peculiar in 
it, ſomething that eſſentially diſtinguiſhes it from 
the ſufferings of every other martyr in the cauſe 
of God? Does not even reaſon point to this con- 
cluſion, and neceſſarily ſuppoſe the exiſtence and 


action of ſome extraordinary cauſe to produce 
a ſorrow ſo unexampled, an agony ſo extreme? 
But reaſon, though it here points to ſome- 
thing peculiar, could not alone have diſcovered 
in what the peculiarity conſiſted. Serlpture un- 
folds the myſtery, and directs to this as the in- 
tereſting eauſe of Chriſt's extraordinary ſuffer- 
ings; that he gave himſelf for our ſins,” In 
this expreſſion ſomething more, it is obvious, 
muſt be implied; ſomething that more deeply 
and extenſively affects our intereſt, than either 
the confirmation: of the goſpel for our recep- 
tion and faith, or the inſtitution of a model to 
direct our practice. Viewed in thoſe reſpects, 
ru death of Chriſt involves nothing peculiar in 

For vhq; ſees not, that in thoſe reſpefts, all 
wi have “ ſuffered for the ſake of righteous 
'< neſs,” may with equal reaſon be ſaid to have 
died for us ;” their ſufferings having contri= 
| buted both to confirm the truth of religion, and 
to furniſh juſt models of laudable deportment. 
The apoſtle's language is to be underſtood in 
an higher ſenſe; a ſenſe in which it excluſively 
applies to Jeſus Chriſt: importing, that he was 
ſubſtituted i in our ſtead; _ he devoted hims 
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| ſelf to death for our ſake; that © his ſoul was 


* made an offering for ſin,” _ | 
It is this idea of ſubſtitution or vicarious ſuf⸗ 


fering, that conſtitutes the great charaQeriſtic of : 
Chriſt's death, and ſerves chiefly to diſtinguiſh - 


it from that of the faithful martyrs. They ſuf- 
| fered to inſtruct us, to convince us of the truth, 
to point out the way to heaven by treading it 


before us. But to have fuffered in our ſtead; to 
have died as our ſub/itute ; to have © given him- 
6 ſelf for our ſins;” this is an idea which ac- 
cords with none, and which ſcripture applies to 


none but the Son of God. It is his peculiar 


attribute; his excluſive mats his proper, un- 
alienable, unrivalled glory. 
In this intereſting view, the death of Chriſt 


hath been uniformly repreſented in every period 


of the church. It. was of old predicted, that he 
ſhould “ bear our griefs and carry our ſor- 
<< rows;“ that he ſhould be © wounded for * | 
2 tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for our iniquities; 


25 the chaſtiſement of our peace ſhould be 


“on him; and that by his ſtripes we ſhould be 
« healed 3” that the Lord ſhould lay on him 


f « the iniquity of us all, and that he ſhould bear 
« the fins of many.” And in the ſame lan- 


( 219 5 
guage in which the prophets foretolä this event, 


the apoſtles ſpeak of its accompliſhment, © je- | 


„ ſus our Lord was delivered for our offences: 


«© He died for our fins : His own ſelf: bare our | 


« ſins in his own body on the tree: He loved 


<« us and gave himſelf for us, an offering and 
NY SEVEN to God for a n lau- GE 


LAS our. 


Third, While we thus affert that hal l. 
Tus was ſubſtituted in our ſtead, that he gave 
„ himſelf for our ſins,” the ſubje@ ſeems to re- 


quire that we ſay ſomething of the neceſſity of 


ſuch a ſubſtitution ; ſomething to reconcile that 
expedient of divine wiſdom with the common 
reaſon and apprehenſions of men. This appears 
the more requiſite, becauſe men, mifled by a 
proud conceit of the perfection of their own 
| reaſon, to eſtimate all things by its ſtandard, 
have ſometimes dared- to- pronounce this expe - 
e unneceſſary 5 Nays to reje& it as abſurd, and 
ſo repugnant to the principles of nature and 
Juſtice, that no neceſſity could vindicate its a-. 
doption. The of Chriſt crucified hath, 
< ſtumbling block and fooliſhneſs,” to the 
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fancied wiſdom of man. It is a myſtery, to the 
comprehenſion of which the reaſon and wiſdom 
of man ate inadequate. © The natural man 
v* receiveth not the things of the ſpirit of God 
& for they ate fooliſhneſs unto him: neither can 
he know them, becauſe wg are * 
diſcerned.“ 5 
But becauſe human reaſon cannot fully com- 
prehend this myſtery, does it thetefore follow 
that we ought to reject it as inconſiſtent with 
teaſon ? Are we to reject every thing which our 


limited faculties cannot fully comprehend? Let 


this be eſtabliſhed as a principle, and what is it- 


that we can admit? Is there any thing of which 
ue are able to attain the full comprehenſion? 


Is not our knowledge even of the moſt familiat 
objects in many reſpects defective ? Does not the 


animation of the ſmalleſt inſect; does not the ve- 


getation of the meaneſt plant, baffle the beſt at- 
tempts of reaſon to inveſtigate and explain it ? 


And if reaſon be thus incompetent to attain the 


perfect knowledge of things that meet its daily 


notice, can it furniſh an adequate rule by which 
to judge of the myſteries of faith;—a competent 
' Ratidard by which to eſtimate the ER 


** d 


1 

When theſe are to be inveſtigated, reaſon, . 
muſt be guided by divine revelation. Under 
that guidance, let it be applied to the preſent 
ſubject; and the eandid enquirer will find, that 
while the vicarious ſufferings of Chrilt were a 
neceſſary expedient. for accompliſhing the end to 
be obtained, the uſe of that expedient involves 
nothing which does not coincide with the origi» 
nal feelings, the genuine expectations of the 
human mind, and which the nature and general 
procedure of juſtice do not fully vindicate. >, 4 
The necgſſiy of this expedient, ſcripture re- 
preſents as reſulting from the nature and conſe» 
quences of fin. Sin may be conſidered in ge- 
neral as a poſitive violation of the law of God. 
| To direct and influence that obedience, which 
God, as the creator and Lord of the univerſe, 
demands from the rational world, he hath eſta- 
bliſhed, on the immutable foundations of juſtice, 
an univerſal government, which he conducts by 
wiſe and righteous laws, in ſubſervience to his 
own glory as the ſovereign; and to the order, | 
_ proſperity and happineſs of his faithful ſubjects. 
The laws intended to regulate the conduct of 
man, God, when he firſt formed him, inſcribed 
on his heart : And after a revolution in human 


EC we } 


nature had unhappily effaced the impreſſion of 


them, the Creator was pleaſed to revive and 


| confirm them by poſitive enactment and decla- 
J ration; and together with the laws themſelves, 
to renew the ſanQions of life and death that 


rendered them obligatory. It was ſolemnly de- 
clared, on the one hand, that © if a man keep 
* the ſtatutes and judgments of the Lord, he 
« ſhall live in them.“ While, on the other hand, 
death and a, curſe” were with equal ſolemnity 
denounced againſt © every one that continueth 
4 not in all things which are written in the CD00 
te of the law to do them.. 

© By this unalterable conſtitution, man was, in 
the event of diſobedience,” adj udged to deſtruc- 
tion : And fad experience hath ſhewn, that the 
event unfortunately happened, on which his fate 
was ſufpended. The law of God was tranſ- 
greſſed, and the whole human kind involved in 


the guilt of diſobedience and apoſtafy. Serip- 


ture hath concluded all under fin; and un- 
biaſſed reaſon approves the concluſion: the ob- 


| Tervation of every reflecting mind in every ſuc- 
ceſlive age, affording ſufficient evidence that 


6e all have finned, and come wort of the blem 
60 of God?! e 


3 8 8 23 
of perſonal or derivative guilt, nece sffarily 5 v infers 


ſubjection to pamiſhment ; the ſentence of con- 


demnation having by the expreſs concluſions of 


the divine law, become on force in the inſtant N 


of tranſgreſſion. Now, can it reaſonably be 


ſuppoſed that he who adjudged the puniſſiment 
ſhall, without compenſation made, diſpenſe with N 
the infliction of it? Shall the concluſions of the 


law of God fail? Shall its ſacred ſanctions be 


rendered nugatory ? Is not the veracity of God 
engaged for the execution of them ? Does not 
the honour of God require that the authority 
of his lau ſniould be aſſerted, the ends of his 


government fulfilled, the rights of juſtite vin- 


dicated? And unleſs exemption from puniſh- 


ent, unlefs remiſſion; of ſin, can be made con- 
Na. with thoſe great 


. in which i it can be obtained? 


The goodneſs of God, it rene base | 
diſpoſes him to the exerciſe of mercy in the re- 
miſfion of fin. Bot how. ſhall-1har diſpoſition 
be ſuppoſed to exert itſelf ? How ſhall remiſſion 
be ſuppoſed to be confetred ? Not ſurely iu re- 


pugnance to holineſs and juſtice. The ſuppoſi- 


tion n erery idea of God. * 
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nefs and juſtice are eſſential attributes of divi- 
nity, which the character of God is primarily 
concerned to vindicate and maintain. And the 
due vindication of theſe attributes infers of ne- 
ceſſity the hatred and puniſhment of ſin. 

It is obvious, therefore, that before man can 
obtain exemption from the penal conſequences 
of his guilt, ſomething muſt intervene to ſatisfy 
juſtice, and expiate fin. The neceſlity of this, 
the Jews were clearly taught by the ſacrifices 
enjoined in the law. And the law in this in- 
ſtance, ſpoke the ſentiment of nature; all na- 
tions, of whom there is any record, having had 
their oblations and ſacrifices to deprecate the 
wrath of their deities, and procure forgiveneſs 
of ſin, The univerſality of that uſage neceſ- 
ſarily leads us to refer it to ſome common prin- 
ciple in the human mind. And what can we 
ſuppoſe this to have been, but a general impreſ- 
fion ſtamped by the hand of God, that without 
ſome mean of ſatisfaction, the favour of heaven 
could not be ee nor the ine of ſin 
removed? 

While the general * 4 ſacrifices may: bs 
be conſidered as the teſtimony of nature to the 
neceſlity of an atonement for ſin, it ſerves alſo 


* 


„ 
to indicate a prevailing ſentiment, a general per- 
ſuaſion , that this atonement could be made by 
ſubſtitution. Indeed there is no other way in 


which we can conceive an atonement poſlible, | 


with any advantage to man. To ſay that it is 
neceſſary in the offenders perſon, were to ex- 


clude the poſſibility of deliverance by it, and ir- 
recoverably conſign the whole human race to 


merited deſtruction. For, if the juſtice of God 
be at all ſuppoſed to require ſatisfaction for the 
violations of his law, it muſt in reaſon be ſup- 
poſed to require an adequate ſatisfaction. But 
who does not ſee that to have given this per- 
ſonally, man mult have inevitably. ſuſtained in 
endleſs death, the . due to his demerit? 
D ij | 


»The nature of the ſacrifices in * among the 
Jews, and the ceremonies with which the law required 


them to be offered, clearly ſhew them to have been 
deſigned to beget and cheriſh ſuch a perſuaſion. And 
there can be no room to doubt that the ſame perſuaſion 
obtained in ſome degree among the heathens. Ovid 


makes a perſon who IRON ſacrifice TOI Tow” vt 


in this language: 71 
Cor pro corde precor, peo fibris dumite aal 4 

+ Hanc animam vobis pro meliore damus.” | 

N 2 n * 6. v. 167. | 
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the thing, that ſuch a ſatisfaction as brought 


_ any" eſſential advantage to che ſinger, muſt of 


neceſſity have deen made throu gh the en 
Nee, Solng7 os; TRE 20 


In the. ſubſtitutes, it is wha, which ain 
TIDY employed, there exiſted no virtue, 


either natural or moral, that could avail any 


thing for the expiation of fin, - Even in thoſe 


God, there was no intrinſic efficacy, no other 


fitneſs for their end than what they derived from 


the divine appointment. The ſacrifices of the 
law were but a ſhadow of things to come. 
| They referred indeed to the correſponding ſb. 


Nance ; they pointed, by evident analogy, 
the tru? ſacrifice, the great ſubſtitute, who was to 
make that reconc iliation for iniquity,” of which 
they ſerved to exhibit the neceſſity. But in this 
conſiſted their whole utility and their whole ef. 
fect *. © For | it was not poſſible that the _ | 
. 11 is Feats neebllary to remark, that Abet is here 


ank the ſacrifices of the law, muſt be underſtood 
h Ar ineſſicacy to remove the guz/t of ſin in the 


fight of God. The ſubject did not lead me to fay any 


thing, either of their moral effect on the conſcience, 
or of their legal elfect to remove ceremonial and RSA 
Fat gant. eh nb? | 


0 29 9 Ip, 
„ of dels and goats could n aner 1 
No; though a man were to come before the 
& Lord wich burnt offerings; n be were 
to bring ſacrifices of . thouf: | Ti 
| make lib cions of ten thouſands'of rivers If 
„ oil; though he were even to * give his firſt 
5 horn for his tranſgreſſion, the fruit of his body 
< for the fin of his ſoul; the redemption of the 
ſuch a ranſom. Nay, may we not with reaſon 
aſſert that nothing created or finite was equal ts © 
the purchaſe of man's redemption? It is an 
- eftabliſhed principle of ſound philoſophy and of 
common ſenſe,” that the 'cauſe wm RR 
tionate to the Ness to be produced. Now, if 
it de competent to apply pete to the 
preſent ſubject, and by the analogy of faite to 
form a judgment of infinite,” may we not juſtly | 
argue, that when the conſequences of moral 
evil, conſequences deadly in their nature und 3 
infinite in their extent, were dee e 8 
when the penalty which ſin had incurred wa 

' to be paid ; when the diſorder which it had why 
troduced into the divine government ws to be 
removed ; when the v iolation wut the law of 
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9 
fſuſtice of God was to be ſatisfied; when _ | 
honour done to his character was to be repaired; 
when the glory of his whole perfections was to 
be declared and manifeſted: when objects ſo 
numerous and of ſuch infinite magrytude and 
importance were neceſſarily involved in the re- 
demption of mankind, may we not juſtly argue, 
that nothing leſs than divine was ſufficient for 
its accompliſhment } Far be it from us preſump- 
tuoufly to limit the power and wiſdom of God 
to any particular expedient for the deliverance 
of man. We ſpeak of things merely in refer- 
ence to our conceptions of them, And in this 
view, are we not warranted to conclude, that 
he only who was the-equal of God,” and in 
whom * dwelt all the fulneſs of the Godhead,” 
was able to make that juſt ſatisfaction, that com- 
plete atonement for ſin, which the original and 
unalterable conſtitution of thing; ene 
required? F 

Jeſus, the equal 5 the ak enn Son f 
God, the brightneſs of the glory and the ex- 
< preſs image of the perſon of God, in whom 
<< it pleaſed. the Father that all fullneſs ſhould | 
4 dwell,” interpoſed, in the plenitude of his 
grace, to make that ſatisfaction. When God 


EM@ AY 
deſired not facrifice, when he © had no pleaſure 


in burnt offerings or ſacrifices for ſin, Jeſus: 


voluntarily offered up himſelf: * Lo, I come, 
to do thy will, O God.“ And both nature 
and revelation having declared, that withoat' 
* ſhedding of blood there is no remiſſion, Jeſus 
<« took part of fleſh and blood; a body was pre- 
<< pared him; and through the offering of that 
* body, once for all, he hath nn for ever 
< them that are ſan&ified.” ! : 
Of the efficacy of this great ſacrifice, ek 
| ſpeaks in various inſtances, and in language the 
moſt expreſs. Chriſt Jeſus is ſaid to have by 


* himſelf purged our fins; to be the propitiation 


* through faith in his blood; to have redeemed: 
us from the curſe of the law, being made a 


* curſe for us; to have given his life a ranſom 


* for many; to have redeemed men to God by 
his blood out of every kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and nation; to have by his-own 
* blood entered in once into the holy place, hav- 
<« ing obtained eternal redemption for us. 
Let me now aſk; is this diſpenſation of divine 
wiſdom in any reſpect inconſiſtent with the rea- 
ſon and feelings of man? Rather, does it not 
entirely accord with them, with the concluſions of | 
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ghee reaſon concerning the nature and govern« 
ment of God teaching the neceſſity of ſuch an 
atonement as Chriſt hath interpaſed, and the 
natural wiſhes, the original expectations of the 
human heart, anticipating the interpoſition of it? 
So congenial is the expeQation of an atonement 
to the native feelings of man, that an eminent 
writer, analiſing the principles of human na- 
ture, expreſsly conſiders this as a moral ſenti- 
ment of the mind. His conclufions on ihis ſub- 


ject are ſo rational and juſt, and tend ſo dire&- 


ly to confirm the point which I have been at- 
tempting to eſtabliſh, that I am induced to lay 
them before you at full length in his own em- 
phatic language. 

* All our natural ſentiments prompt us to 


believe, that as perfect virtue is ſuppoſed ne- 


* us, for its own ſake, and without any further 


<<. view, the natural and proper object of love 
and reward; fo muſt vice, of hatred and pu- 

« miſhment.. If we conſult our natural fenti- 
2 ments, we are apt᷑ to fear, leſt, before the 
Ty holineſs of God, vice ſhould appear to be 


more worthy of puniſhment, than the weak 


«© nefs and nnn human virtue can 
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66 


cc 


my 
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ever ſeem to be of reward. Man, when 


about to appear before a Being of infinite 
perfection, can feel but little confidence: in 
his own merit; or in the imperfect propriety 
of his own conduct. In the preſence of his 


fellow creatures, he may often juſtly ele- 


vate himſelf, and may often have reaſon to 
think highly of his own character and conduct, 


compared to the ſtill greater imperfection of 
theirs. But the caſe is quite different, when 
about to appear before his Infinite Creator. 
To ſuch a being, he can ſcarce imagine that 
his littleneſs and weakneſs ſhould ever ſeent 
to be the proper object either of eſteem or 
of reward. But he can eaſily conceive; how 
the numberleſs violations of duty of which 
he has been guilty, ſhould render him the 


proper object of averſion and puniſhment 5 


neither can he ſee any reaſon why the Dis 
vine indignation ſhould not be let locſe, 


without any reſtraint, upon ſo vile an inſect 


as he is ſenſible that he himſelf muſt appear 


to be. If he would ſtill hope for happineſs, 


he is conſcious that he cannot demand it 
from the juſtice, but that he muſt intreat it 


from the mercy of God. Repentance, ſor⸗ 
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row, humiliation, contrition at the thought 


of his paſt conduct, ſeem, upon this account, 


the ſentiments which become him, and to be 


the only means which he has left for appeaſ- 


ing that wrath which he knows he has juſtly 


provoked. He even diſtruſts the efficacy of 
all theſe, and naturally fears, leſt the wiſdom 


of God ſhould not, like the weakneſs of man, 
be prevailed upon to ſpare the crime, by the 


moſt importunate lamentations of the crimi- 
nal. Some other interceſſion, ſome other 
ſacrifice, ſome other atonement, he imagines 


muſt be made for him, beyond what he him- 
ſelf is capable of making, before the purity 


of the Divine juſtice can be reconciled to his 


| manifold offences. The doctrines of Revela- 
tion coincide in every reſpect with thoſe ori- 
ginal anticipations of nature; and, as they 


teach us how little we can depend upon the 
imperfection of our own virtue, fo they ſhew 


us, at the ſame time, that the moſt powerful 


interceſſion has been made, and that the 
moſt dreadſul atonement has been paid, for 
our manifold tranſgreſſions and i iniquities ** 


* Theory of Moral Sentiments, firſt edition, part II. 


ſect. 2. page 203—206, 
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It appears then, that while Seripture uni- 


formly repreſents the death of Chriſt as an ex- 


piatory ſacriſice for ſin, enlightened reaſon ap- 


proves it, not merely as the fitteſt and the beſt, 


but as the only method by which the ends 


of expiation could have been mae ob- 
tained. 6 


tible with juſtice; and that, conſequently, no 


objection can lie on that at to the death of 


Chriſt. | 

This point the preceding 8 in wart 
involves. For, can that be. inconſiſtent with 
_ juſtice, which the order of the Divine govern- 
ment required, which human nature defired and 
expected, and which right reaſon vindicates 
and approves? Can the native principles of the 
mind, concurring with the whole tenor of 
Scripture, point to an expedient as neceſſary, 
which juſtice prohibits and condemns ? It is im- 


poſſible to ſuppoſe it. That which God and 


nature repreſent as neceſſary, cannot but be 


juſt and right: and whatever difficulty we may 


find in reconciling it with our notions of juſ- 
de muſt be attributed, not to any inconſiſt- 
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I have now v only to ſhew, chat the nal of 
atonement by ſubſtitution is nowiſe incompa- 
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ence in the things themſelves, but to the im- 
perfection of our conceptions of them. 

In the preſent inſtance, indeed, no difficulty 
of this kind exiſts: the doctrine of vicarious ſa- 
tisfaction according both with the ſtricteſt ideas 
of the nature of juſtice, and with the eſtabliſhed 
methods of its adminiſtration. 

Juſtice, conſidered in its nature, does not ori- 
ginate in any maleyolent or ſelfiſh affection: it 
does not conſiſt in any inordinate defire of re- 
venge, that with blind and undiſtinguiſhing fu- 
ry hurries on to puniſh the offender, and that 
nothing but bis blood will fatisfy. Founded 


in the love of right, and aiming merely at the 


ſupport of right, juſtice may conſiſt with a 
pure and affectionate regard for thoſe on whom 
it is exerciſed. And if its end is accompliſhed ; 
if right is fully vindicated, and the commiſſion 
of wrong conſiſtently repaired, the demands of 
juſtice are fatisfied, by whomſoever the repara - 
tion is made. | 

This principle is recognifed in = judicial 
conſtitutions and uſages that have generally ob- 
tained among all nations. How often has the 
debt of one been -paid by another, and the 
inſolvent debtor releaſed at the expence gf 


e 
u reſponſible ſurety: and releaſed, not 1 


from the debt, but from the penalty incurred 


by the non- payment of it, when, by the tenor 
of the obligation, a penalty was provided? 
In criminal caſes, it is true, this method is 


not admitted; for there the laws of human po- 


lity require that the offender ſuffer in his own 
perſon. But it does not thence follow, that 
the transference of penalty from one to another 
is radically unjuſt. If it were, compenſation by 
a ſurety could no more obtain in civil than it 
does in criminal caſes. There are other ſuffi- 
cient reaſons, that, without the ſuppoſition of 
injuſtice, operate in the caſe of crimes, to ren- 
der ſuch a compenſation inadmiſſible. In the 
_ fir/t place, no man has a right to diſpoſe of his 
own life; conſequently no man can be permit- 
ted to give himſelf as a ranſom for another. 


And, though a man were at liberty to diſpoſe of 


his life, and willing to devote it for the re- 
demption of another ; yet the public good, the 
ends of general utility, would forbid an ex- 
change, by which ſociety would be deprived of 


an uſeful member, and left expoſed. to danger 


from one worthleſs and corrupt; who, em- 
poldened by impunity, might run into all the 
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the exceſſes of enormous vickedneſs; and by 


his miſchievous actions, and the contagion of 
his example, introduce the utmoſt diſorder a- 
mong mankind. | 

But could all theſe conſequences be averted ; 
could there one be found having the abſolute 
diſpoſal of his own life, willing to lay it down 
for the forfeited life of another, and able, by 
that ſacrifice, to fulfil the ends of juſtice and 
procure the other's reſcue, without any preju- 
dice to ſociety ;—could there a ſubſtitute ſo 
qualified be found, there can be no room to 
doubt that juſtice would permit the ſubſtitution, 
becauſe every good purpoſe would in this way 
be attained, which the death of the offender 
could anſwer. The demands of the law would 
be ſatisfied; the violation of right redrefled ; an 
example of juſtice held up for the admonition 
of others; and the intereſts of ſociety in gene- 
ral maintained and advanced. | 

The ſlighteſt attention will convince us, that 
all theſe circumſtances concurred in the caſe 
of Jeſus Chriſt, to render him a proper ſubſti- 
tute to divine juſtice for a guilty world. As 
“ God over all, and having life in himſelf,” 
he poſſeſſed the moſt abſolute right to diſpoſe 


6 
of his life—* to lay it doun, or to take -it 
« again” —at his own pleaſure. And, ihis right 
he freely exerciſed on our account. Moved 
by his own effential goodneſs, he gave him- 
« ſelf for our fins.” Having become our ſurety, 
to fulfil the conditions of the covenant of in- 
nocence, he ſubmitted to all the conſequences 
which the violation of them involved; even 


to the penalty of death, that awful ſanction with 


which the covenant was guarranteed. And on 


the merit of this obedience he hath eſtabliſhed 


ce 2 new and better covenant,” in which our 
obligation to puniſhment is cancelled; © peace 


ce and good will proclaimed,” indemnity ſtipu- 


lated and ſecured, and the priſoners of jultice 
“delivered into the glorious OY Io the chil- 
% dren of God.” | 

And all this Jeſus hath lbs! in full 
conſiſtence with the public good; ſociety hav- 
ing ſuſtained no injury, either by his death, or 


by our impunity. On the one hand, thei inte- 


reſts of ſociety ſuffered nothing by his death. 
Jeſus, by dying, was not loſt to the moral 
world. His death was but temporary. The 
life which he “ had in himſelf,” and Which he 
condeſcended to * give for the Iiſe of the uhr, 
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he did not reſign for ever. Had that been ne⸗ 
ceſſary ; had our redemption required his ſub 


mitting to the irrecoverable loſs of life, better 


our redemption unobtained, than purchaſed at 
ſuch a price: Better that the whole race of 
man had periſhed, than that God ſhould © leave 
< the ſoul of his beloved in bell, or ſuffer his 
e holy one to ſee corruption.” An affee- 
tionate Father required not ſuch a facrifice from 


his © only begotten Son.“ Jeſus, therefore, 


after he had patiently endured the utmoſt in- 
dignity ; after he had been deſpiſed, and revil- 
ed, and rejected; © bruiſed, and ſmitten, and 
«© wounded, and brought low into the duſt of 


% death,” in due time reſumed his native dig- 
nity, overcame the horrors of his humiliation, - 


and roſe triumphant from the dead. And now 
he liveth 3 © behold he is alive for evermore!“ 
For the temporary ſuffering of death, he is 
crowned with endleſs life and glory. 

Nor, on the other hand, are the intereſts of 
ſociety injured by the eſcape of thoſe whom 
juſtice had condemned. By the conſtitution of 
grace, and the unalterable methods of its dif- 
penſation, God hath effectually provided againſt 
every danger that could ariſe to the public good 


1 
from their impunity. Thoſe who are redeems 
ed from the puniſhment of fin; are infallibly 
delivered from its power. Where Jeſus confers 
pardon, he alſo imparts his ſpirit ; by whoſe 
ſanQifying operation, the temper and character 
are ſo reformed, that they who were ſome time 
a reproach to human nature, and © ſtains” in 


the creation of God, are rendered both honour- 


able and uſeful to the world; their pure and 


exemplary lives © adorning the doctrine of their 


% Saviour,” and exciting others to glorify 
<« their Father which is in heaven.“ 

J have thus endeavoured to illuſtrate the doc- 
trine of the death of Chriſt. And now the or- 
der of diſcourſe might perhaps require that I 

ſhould. apply that doctrine to practice, and ſhew 
its reaſonable influence on the, condu of life. 
But this part of the ſubje&, were I to do it juſ- 
tice, would lead me into a field, over which I 
ſhould at preſent be unable to travel. There is, 
perhaps, no doctrine of religion, whoſe practi- 
cal influence is more extenſive than the death 
of Chriſt, Who that contemplates the Son of 


God, © giving himſelf, according t6 the will 
te of the Father, for our ſins;“ the Prince of 


life dying to expiate the guilt, to avert the 
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miſery,.— to procure the happineſs of the child- 
ren of men; who that devoutly conſiders this 
ſubje&, does not feel its immediate tendency to 
excite and cheriſh the beſt affections of the ſoul ? 
—to rouſe into aftoniſhment,—to melt into 
tenderneſs, to rend with godly ſorrow,—to 
revive with hope, to elevate with joy? And 
while it hath this diffuſive influence on the heart 
and affections, it aſcertains to the underſtand- 
ing the juſt title of Jeſus Chriſt to univerſal 
obedience. He died for all, that they which | 
„e live ſhould not henceforth live unto them- 
& ſelves, but unto him that died for them and 
* roſe again.“ Jeſus hath by his croſs ac- 
quired, on the foot of purchaſe, a right to 
our ſervice. © We are not our own: we are 
a bought with a price.” Therefore we are in- 
dipenſably bound to“ glorify God in our body 
* and in our ſpirit, which are God's.” : 
To glorify God, we muſt not only ſubmit 
ourſelves to his yoke, and yield him a willing, 
an affectionate, an entire obedience : but we 
mult alſo contribute, what in us lies, to impart 
the knowtedge of him to others ;—to excite a 
ſenſe of obligation to him to perſuade men 


Py 


to honour him,—to ſubje& themſelves to his 


( $0 


government, —to enliſt themſelves in his ſer- 
vice. Need I ſay, that this is the great object 
at which the Society aims, before whom 1 now 
ſpeak. Incorporated, as their name imports, to 

propagate the knowledge of Chriſt, this Society 
is engaged in a work the moſt important, and 
the moſt honourable that can occupy the at- 
tention of men; in diffuſing the bleſſings of true 
religion, —in extending the reign of virtue. 
in promoting the real happineſs of mankind : 
objects, in the proſecution of which, men are 
exalted to the dignity of © workers together 
“with God,” and, in ſome degree, aſſimilated 
to the nature and character of God. 

I fay nothing of the attention and fidelity 
with which the ends of this inſtitution have 
been invariably purſued. My feeble teſtimony 
can bring no acceſſion of credit to thoſe who 
have had that taſk committed to them ; to a 
body of men who ſtand already ſo high in the 
public eſtimation, and who receive, year after 
| year, in liberal additions to the funds under 

their care, the moſt decided proofs of approba- 
tion and confidence. 
But while I decline to ſpeak of the manage- 
ment of this inſtitution, cannot be ſilent with 
: Fj - 
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reſpe& to its ſucceſs. On this point, I truſt that 
Il am not altogether unqualified to ſpeak. Have 
ing, for ſeveral years, reſided in that diſtrict to 
which the Society's charters dire& their chief 
attention, and having born a part in ſuperin- 
tending the conduct of a conſiderable number of 
the Society's ſervants *, my own experience and 


obſervation enable me to bear teſtimony to the 
extenſive uſefulneſs of this inſtitution. In a 


ſequeſtered country, where local prejudices long 


conſpired with local diſadvantages to exclude 
the habits and uſages of civil life; where reli- 
gion was, for a long time, but little known, and 
the obligations of morality but little felt ; where 
power was the law, and oppreflion and laviſh 


* The ſchools on the eſtabliſhment 'of the Society 
for propagating Chriſtian knowledge are under the 
inſpection of the preſpyteries in whoſe bounds they are 


| planted. Committees of the different preſbyteries are 


annually appointed to viſit them; and a report of the 
annual viſitation of each ſchool, with a preſby terial 
certificate of the maſter's faithfulneſs and diligence, 
muſt be tranſmitted to the Society, before he is en- 
titled to receive his ſalary. The preſbytery of Dun- 
keld, of which the author was a member, have na 
fewer than 27 of the Society's ſchools under their in- 
ſpection. 
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dependence checked the growth of honeſt ex- 
ertion ; where rapine was the only trade, and 
bloodſhed often led the way to the ſucceſsful 
proſecution of it : there the knowledge of the 
goſpel is introduced,—attachment to the truth is 
diſcovered, — the influence of religion is felt. 
the reign of laws is acknowledged, —habits of 
order, and induſtry, and virtue, are formed, the 
happineſs of individuals is increaſed, - the na- 
tional proſperity is promoted, — and numerous 
acceſſions, I truſt, are made to the kingdom of 
Chriſt. 
To this change, the influence of mild and 
equitable laws, concurring with the exertions of 
a ſtanding miniſtry, has in part conduced. But 
in a remote country, whoſe inhabitants, though 
numerous, are widely ſcattered, either among 
adjacent mountains, or over ilands ſeparated by 
tempeſtuous ſeas, the operation of laws muſt be 
flow and precarious, and the effect of the ableſt 
miniſtry limited and partial. In ſuch a ſitua- 
tion, to give laws and religion their due effica- 
cy, ſomething muſt be done to prepare for their 
reception, This the Society for propagating 
Chriſtian Knowledge have endeavoured to do; 
and their endeavours have been bleſſed with the 
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happieſt ſucceſs. By the munificence of pious 
individuals, and by occaſional contributions 
from a generous Public, they have been enabled 
to erect ſchools in different parts of the High- 
lands and Iſlands of North Britain; at which the 


youth of both ſexes are taught to read, trained 
to habits of ſubordination, inſtructed in the 


knowledge of religion and duty, and thus pre- 
pared to act with propriety and with credit, in 
the different ſituations of common life. Nor 


have the endeavours of the Society ſtopt 


here; but, to crown their plan of uſefulneſs, 
and to give it extent and perpetuity, they have 
procured the Scriptures to be tranſlated into the 


language of the Highlands, and thus opened a 


door of improvement to thirty thouſand of their 
fellow ſubjects, who were, in a great meaſure, 
incapable of receiving religious inſtruction 
through the medium of any other language. 
This great work, while it mult endear the 
Society to the inhabitants of that country, ſo 
long as their language continues to exiſt, pro- 
miſes to be diffuſively productive of the beſt ef- 


fects. Already, indeed, its good effects are 


conſpicuous, The new tranſlation is read 


C&@)] 


with eagerneſs: the deſire of knowledge begins 
to increaſe ;—the minds of men begin to be en- 
lightened, — the rights of men to be known, — 
the love of liberty to be felt, — the arts of life to 
be cultivated, —a taſte for general improvement 
to be introduced : And in this favourable diſpoſi- 


tion of things, a foundation is laid on which 
the ſtatſeman and the divine may exert their 


labours, and, in-due time, bring the Highlands 
and iſlands of North Britain nearer to the level 
of more fortunate climes. 


While we admire the benevolence, the public 


ſpirit, the piety, that have actuated the friends 
and guardians of this Society; ; and while we 
bleſs their laudable and ſalutary travel, let us, 
each in his ſphere, contribute what in us lies to 
ſtrengthen their hands and forward their work. 
Let the rich aid them with their wealth, the 
great with their influence, the poor with their 
prayers: animated by the reflection, that while 


they co-operate to promote the ends of this in- 
ſtitution, they contribute to enlarge the king- 


dom of Chriſt, and haſten the happy period, 
when“ men ſhall every where call him bleſſed, 


and when all nations ſhall be bleſſed in him.“ 
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g to the will of God and 


to whom be glory for ever and 


Amen,” 


in 
\ 


% and peace from God the Father, and from 
c our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for 


« our ſins, accord 
<< our Father 


© ever. 


THE END, 
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ABSTRACT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF 


THE SOCIETY I IN SCOTLAND 
FOR PROPAGATING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE. 


From 16th December 1789 to 1ft September 1790. 


SocreTy-Hart, 1½ Sept. 1790. 
So ſhort a period has elapſed fince the publication of 
the Appendix to the laſt Anniverſary Sermon, that 
but few facts in the tranſactions of the Society can be 
ſuppoſed to have occurred worthy of public attention. 
The Directors, however, think it their duty to carry 
on the narrative of their proceedings. They wiſh 
them to be known as extenſively as may be. The pub- 
lic at large, and their generous benefactors in particu- 
lar, have a right to be ſatisfied that the funds which 
the bounty of the public has created, are faithfully de- 
voted to the. purpoſes for which they were beſtowed; 
Conſcious of integrity in the management of the truſt 
repoſed in them, the Directors rejoice in the inveſtiga- 
tion of their conduct and affairs, and are happy to ex- 
plain every thing in both which they can _—_— 
will excite eurtolity or reward attention. 
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Though they have no new ſplendid donation to ac- 


| knowledge lince the publication of the laſt appendix ; 
yet many private benefactions from perſons of moſt re- 


ſpectable character and ſtations, afford to them a pleaſ- 


ing proof, that the confidence of the public in their 0 


management, inſtead of diminiſhing, ſeems evidently to 
increaſe. They have to repeat their acknowledgments 
to the Correſponding Board of London, and their Secre- 
tary Dr. Hunter, for their exertions in behalf of the 


Society at their laſt anniverſary meeting in the month of 


April; and to the Noblemen and Gentlemen who upon 
that occaſion diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their attendance 


and liberality. The ſingular munificence of ſome in- 
dividuals, who employed art to conceal its extent, 
. has excited their admiration. 'Though not at liberty to 


mention their names in a public addreſs, their benefac- 
tors of this deſcription, it is to be hoped, will not be 
offended for their offering to them, in this concealed 


manner, their beſt thanks. May they, in the ſecret 


conſciouſneſs of their own benevolence, enjoy its noble 
reward! | | 

The Earl of Breadalbane, the Earl of Glaſgow, 
Lord Balgonie, the Honourable Captain Leſlie, Sir 
David Carnegie, Alexander Brodie, I'ſq; M. P. Captain 
Campbell, the Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, the Provoſt 
of Montroſe, Dr. George Fordyce, Captain Blair, Mr. 
George Chalmers, the Rev. Dr. Herbert Mayo, Alex- 


ander Maitland, Eſq; Mr. James Dobie, Mr. James 


Heygate, Mr. John Mair Junior, and Mr. John Neale, 
they hope, will accept of their grateful acknowledg- 


ments for their attendance and liberality upon that oc- 


calion. 


© 


(ab 


Lord Viſcount: Balgonie's continued and zealous: at- 
tention to the affairs of the Society, and his unwearied 
exertions to promote their intereſt upon all oecaſions, 
have made a deep and permanent impreſſion upon the 
minds of the Directors, and of the Society at large. 

The members of the Correſponding Board, and the 
benefactors of the Society in general in London, may 


reſt aſſured, that in whatever regards the appointment 


of their own officers, or the regulation of their own in- 
ternal concerns, the Parent Board have no other with 
than to accommodate themſelves to their defires, and 


to follow forth their intentions. And the Directors 
take this opportunity of expreſſing their well- founded 


hopes, that the ſame harmony and good underſtanding 
which have ſo long ſubſiſted between the Parent and 
Correſponding Boards, will continue unimpaired. The 
members of neither need to be reminded, that by un- 
animity alone, the intereſts of a voluntary charitable 
aſſociation can continue to flouriſh. 


Though the Directors have not as yet received the 
money ſtipulated for by the Society in their agreement - 


with the public, for the maintenance of the ſchools 
upon the annexed eſtates ; yet, truſting to its being very 
ſoon paid, they have agreed, that from the 1ſt of May 
laſt, the teachers of theſe ſchools ſhall be admitted to the 
full ſalaries which they formerly enjoyed; and that at 
theſe rates they ſhall continue to be paid half-yearly, 
in all time coming, at the uſual terms, upon the pro- 
duction of certificates and diſcharges in common form, 
as required by the ſtanding rules of the Society. 


The Directors have had the pleaſure to be informed 


within theſe few days, * 2 letter from the Reverend 
G ij 
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Dr. Trotter of London, one of the truſtees of che will 
of the late Dowager Lady Grant of Monymuſk, that 


the conteſted ſum of 5001. left by her Ladyſhip to the 


Society, though by an improper deſignation, is to be 
paid, with intereſt, from the time of her death. | 
The Gentleman to whom the care of tranſlating the 


only remaining part of the Scriptures into the Gaelia 


language is committed, having given the Directors rea- 

{on to hope, that againſt the enſuing winter the work 

will be completed, the Directors have only to repeat 

their afſurances to the public, that no care or atten- 

tion ſhall be wanting to have that part of the tranſla- 

tion printed, and the whole work publiſhed and dif. 
perſed as quickly as paſſible, according to the rule they 

have adopted, and which was particularly mentioned 

in the laſt appendix f. 

+ For the fake of thoſe readers who may not have had acceſs to ſeg 
that appendix, it was judged proper here to repeat that part of it which 
Felntes to this ſubject. 

lt was formerly intimated, that the whole of the New Teſtament, 
and three parts of the Old, had been printed, and were ready for diſtri- 
bution. The only remaining part, which concludes the undertaking *, 
they are ſorry to find, from the ayocations of the gentleman who con- 
ducts it, as well as from the difficult nature of the work itſelf, is not yet 
in complete readineſs for the preſs. This the Directors regret the more, 
that until that part be finiſhed, they are prevented from giving the Gae- 
lic Bible that extent of circulation which the importance of that object 
to the Highlands and Iflands of Scotland leads them anxiouſly to wiſh 
for. It was originally propoſed to have ſent to every Highland pariſh a 
certain number of copies, proportioned to its extent, to be diſtributed, 
gratic, among thoſe who were leaſt able to purchaſe them. But, in con- 
ſequence of the information and advice of a variety of reſpectable per- 
ſons, well acquainted with the ſtate of the Highlands, the Directors arg 


ining the books of the Ola Teſtament, from the book gf Chronicles to the prophecles ol Liniay 


* 


* 


— 
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With reſpect to their affairs in America, the Dire&. 
ors have only to ſtate, that from the regular correſpon- 
dence of their Board at Boſton, and the journals of the 
two miffionaries employed in their ſervice (the Re- 
verend Meſſrs. Kirkland and Sargeant), they have 
every reaſon to conclude, that the funds committed 
to the Society for the purpoſe of chriſtianiſing the 
ſavage tribes of that confinent, and by them 
to America, are faithfully employed. 

The laſt journal of Mr. Kirkland, received in the 
month of June, exhibits a picture of benevolence, of 
labours, and ſufferings in the cauſe of the Goſpel, 
which ſcarcely has been exceeded ſinoe the days of the 
Apoſtles. To his pious and unwearied exertions for 
enlightening the darkened minds of the Indian tribes, 
and particularly thoſe of Canada, among whom he 


induced to lay aſide this intention. It is evident, that a ſufficient num 
ber of copies could not be ſent to ſupply every demand: In many caſes, 
improper demands would be made ; and any real or fancied preference 

in the diſtribution, would only excite diſcontent and murmuring, where 
charity and accommodation were intended. For theſe reaſons, the Di- 
rectors are adyiſed to ell, inſtead of gratuitouſly beſtowing, the Gaelic 
Bible, but at a price low enough for even the poor to afford. This plan | 
it was once the intention of the Directors to have proceeded in imme- 
diately, with thoſe parts of the Bible which are already finiſhed : But, 
after mature deliberation and advice, it now appears to them more eligible 
to poſtpone it till the whole work ſhall be completed, as an extenſive. cir- 
: culation of imperfect copies would involve the buſineſs in confuſion, and, 
in a conſiderable meaſure, defeat the object propoſed, viz. to furniſh the 
_ eohole Scriptures entire, to theſe who have never as yet enjoyed the word 
of God in a language they could underſtand. The period of accompliſh» 
ing this, they truſt, is at no great diſtance. They have urged the gentle - 
man engaged in the tranſlation to haſten it forward with all Poſſible EX= 
pedition ; and they confide in his diſpoſition to comply, as as far * * 
3 accuracy and fidelity will permit. 1 
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undertook a long and perilous tour for that purpoſe, 


he added the expence of relieving numbers when pe- 
riſhing with hunger. A famine, it ſeems, prevailed in 
their country; and his humane and generous mind, 
ſhocked with the ſcenes of miſery which he beheld, 
willingly dictated efforts for the relief of the ſufferers, 
far beyond what his narrow income could afford. The 
Savages, affected with a deep ſenſe of gratitude, beheld 
him with the reverence due to a ſuperior being; num- 
bers willingly received his inſtructions many, it is 
to be hoped, to their eternal joy. | 

The Directors, feeling themſelves called upon by the 
ſame principles which influenced the conduct of this 
good man, unanimouſly agreed to remit an adequate. 
ſum for his uſe, to defray this extraordinary expence, 
and to teſtify their warm approbation of his benevo- 
lence. | | 

With reſpe& to the execution of the will of the late 
pious and excellent-Lady Glenorchy, they have the 
pleaſure to inform the public, that in conſequence of 
the information they had been at pains to obtain, and 
of a plan formed upon it, in concert with the Earl of 
Breadalbane and his men of buſineſs, the ſum. deſtined 
for the improvement of the eſtate of Breadalbane has 
been allocated in ſuch a manner as to give ſatisfaction 
to all concerned, and (as they have every reaſon to 
believe) to promote the real advantage of the country. 
In conſequence of that plan, a miſſionary miniſter has. 
been eſtabliſhed on the fide of Loch Tay, to whoſe 
charge: are committed about 700 perſons, taken from the 
two great pariſhes of Kenmore and Killin, locally ſitu- 
ated at remote diſtances from the places of worſhip in, 
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both. Several ſchoolmaſters and ſchoolnliſtreſſes, with 
adequate ſalaries, are added to thoſe formerly endued 
by the Society on the eſtates of Breadalbane, in Perth 
and Argyll ſnires; and other means of improvement 
are ſet on foot, as ſuggeſted by the voice of Fw 1 
of that country. | 

And here the Directors feel themſelves called upon 
to expreſs their high ſatisfaction with the conduct of 
the preſent repreſentative of that noble family, WhO 
ſeems to inherit the ſpirit, as well as the rank and for- 
tune of his worthy predeceſſor than whom none ever 
better deſerved the title of a BenefaQor to his country. 
The churches, the roads; the inns, the parochial and 
charity ſchools, and above all the number and eaſy cir- 
cumſtances of the tenants on this great eſtate, afford 
to every traveller through the countries in which they 
lie, delightful monuments of that good man's benevo- 
lence, and unwearied attention to the improvement and 
happineſs of the people committed to his care. The 
ſame ſpirit ſeems ſtill to direct every * * the N 
nagement of this ample fortune. ; 

The preſent Earl with cheerfulneſs entered into the 
views of the Society for the diſpoſal of Lady Glen- 
orchy's legacy on his eſtate, and heartily co-operated 
with them in carrying into effect the plan for that pur- 
poſe which had been concerted. "OE by pcm — 
ſerve as a ſpecimen. | 

The above mentioned miſſion on Ler-. 
was a moſt neceſſary inſtitution, which the voice of 
that part of the country earneſtly demanded. The 
Directors, fully convinced of the importance of the 


inſtitution, agreed to give 20 J. Per antum of Lady 


(i. 86 ) 


Glenorchy's money as a ſalary to the miniſter. The 
Earl, with equal generoſity and cheerfulneſs, bound 
' himſelf to pay annually an additional ſum of 20 l.; and 
has, moreover ordered a good ſufficient houſe to be 
built, and a large convenient glebe to be marked off 
and incloſed for the uſe of the miniſter. - A young 
clergyman has in conſequence been called to that ſta- 
tion by the Directors, with the approbation of the Earl, 
the Clergy of the neighbourhood, and the people of 
the diſtri, without a diſſenting voice, 

The Directors would be happy to have it in * 
power to give ſimilar e of the diſpoſal of that 
part of the legacy which was intended for the eſtate of 
Sutherland. | 

This vaſt eſtate, or rather extenſive country, is ſo 
far behind in reſpe& of improvement, and ſo very ill 
provided in the uſual means of education and religious 
inſtruction, and applications had been made from ſo 
many parts of it for aſſiſtance from Lady Glenorchy's 
money, that the DireQors were for ſome time greatly 
at a loſs where to begin, or how to proceed. Their 
ordinary funds, even with the aid of this legacy, were 
utterly inadequate to the demands, and to the well- 
known neceſſities of the country. Much information 
and attention were neceſſary to diſcriminate the moſt © 
needed and attainable objects. The Secretary, during 
the courſe of his tour laſt year, laid himſelf out, while 
in the country, to obtain that information; and in conſe- 
quence of much converſation and correſpondence with 
the Clergy, the reſident factors, and men of buſineſs 
connected with the family, a plan was formed, approved 
by the Society and Lady Sutherland's men of buſineſs, 
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and tranſmitted to Lord Gower and Lady Sutherland; 
for their conſent and co-operation, in order to be car- 


ried into effect. No anſwer has as yet been received: 
But when the important national concerns which have 
carried Lord Gower, in a high public eharacter, to a 
foreign Court ſhall permit, it is to be hoped he will 


have leiſure to attend to the much-needed improye- 
ment of that extenſive tract of country, of which his 


marriage alliance has called him to be the protector. 
' The only other object of importance to which the 
Directors think it neceſſary at preſent to call the at- 
tention of the public, is the viſitation of their ſchools, 
according to the plan ſpecified in the laſt appendix. 


In purſuance of the commiſſion granted him laſt year 


to that effect, the Secretary began his tour in the com- 
mencement of the preſent Summer; and having in the 
month of May viſited many ſchools in the Highlands 
of Perthſhire, viz. thoſe in Strathtay, Breadalbane, 
Glenlyon, Rannoch, and Atholl, he returned to Edin- 
burgh, and reported their ſtate to the noble Preſident 
of the Society, and the Directors, at the anniverſary 
meeting on the 4th of June, 
About the middle of that month he reſumed his la- 
bours, and perſevered till he accompliſhed the whole of 


the work he had marked out for himſelf for the cur- 


rent year. Beginning at Blair in Atholl, he went near 
to the head of the Spey in the pariſh of Laggan, and 
from thence followed the courſe of that river, and of the 
ſchools on the Society's eſtabliſhment in the pariſhes of 
Kinguſſie, }Duthill and Rothiemureus, Alvie, Aber- 
nethy, and Cromdale; viſited a variety of ſchools ſitu- 
ated in the pariſhes near to Inverneſs; again viſited 
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1 
Raining's ſchool in that town, and eſtabliſhed ſome ne- 
| ceſlary regulations with ee to that +> rr inſti. 
tution. 

He afterwards proceeded, by a very indirect eee 
ſometimes upon the coaſt, and often in the Highlands, 
of Nairne, Murray, Banff and Aberdeen; following the 
direction of the ſchools wherever they led him. He 
returned by Strathdon, Cromar, Braemar, Glenſhee, 
and Forfar; the whole courſe embracing a great ex- 
tent of country, and including no leſs than lixty-eight 
_ ſchools on the Society's eſtabliſhment. 

A particular report of each, of the character and 
conduct of the teacher, the propriety of the ſtation, 

and the nature of the accommodations afforded ; of the 
| ſtations where new ſchools are wanted, and where old 
ones may, with leaſt inconvenience to the country, be 
ſuppreſled ; was given in by him to the Directors on 
his return. 

Among ſo many 1457 bene and theſe acting in ſuch 
humble, though important ſpheres, it is not to be ſup- 
poſed that all the teachers of the ſchools are equally 
able, or equally conſcientious and diligent; yet one ex- 
ample only of diſmiſſion was found neceſſary on ac- 
count of neglect of duty a few were reprimanded, 
and exhorted to greater attention. The great majority 
were found moſt laborious and uſeful, not only in giv- 
ing inſtruction to youth in the firſt principles of litera- 
ture, but in catechifing the people at large, and in 
conveying to them the knowledge of the truths of re- 
ligion, and preſiding among them in exerciſes of devo- 


tion on the Lord's Days, in diſtricts far remote from 
eſtabliſhed 3 of worſhip. 


6 
In villages, and wherever a ſufficient number of 
people can be collected, though they do enjoy the benefit 
of public worſhip, the Society's ſchoolmaſters, every 
Sunday evening, colle& the youth, and as many of the 
inhabitants at large as chooſe to meet with them, and 
inſtru them in the great n of an and 
morality. 
„ Secretary had the mad to be aca, oy 
many of the clergy. of the ſeveral countries. through 
which he paſſed, that the greateſt ſatisſaction which 
they derived from their private miniſterial duties 
among their people; aroſe from the proficiency of ſuch 
of them as had been bred up under the tuition of the 
Society's ſchoolmaſters. He alſo heard of many per- 
ſons of moſt reſpectable characters, who are now mak- 
ing a diſtinguiſhed figure both at home and abroad, 
who were indebted to theſe teachers for the firſt prin- 
ciples of their education. 

Men of ſuch eminent utility to the . are ſure- 
ly well entitled to countenance and decent ſupport 
from their country. 

The accommodations b for them * the ſtand- 
ing rules of the Society are the moſt moderate that 
can well be ſuppoſed, and are indeed abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to the ſubſiſtence of themſelves and their families. 

Theſe, as is well known to all who have been con- 
verſant in the affairs of the Society, are, a comfurtable 
dwelling-houſe, a ſchool-bouſe properly furniſhed with 
glaſs windows, tables and benches, a garden (or ail. yard) 
fuel, a cow's graſs, and fodder for the cow in winter, 
GRATIS, Theſe accommodations, while the Society be- 
Row the ſalaries at an annual expence of above 22001. 
Hy 
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they have ſurely a riglit to demand from thoſe who 


enjoy the immediate benefit of their ſchools; yet theſe 
the Secretary was ſorry to find were by no means ge- 
nerally furniſhed. The ſituation of ſome of the teachers, 
and among theſe men of unqueſtionable merit, he found 
abject in the extreme; their houſes, or rather hovels, 
mean, cold, and deſtitute of every comfortable addi- 
tion, without a garden or cow's grafs, or fuel, fave 
what they paid for out of the fmall ſalary allowed by 
the Society. A faithful report being made of thefe 
facts, the Directors cannot help expreſſing their great 
dtiffatisfaction with the miniſters of theſe pariſhes, 
and thofe preſbyteries in whoſe bounds theſe abuſes. 
have taken place, for not making them known firft 
to the proprietors of the eſtates in which theſe ſchools 
are ſtationed, and next, upon their obtaining no redreſs; 
to the Society. To know that ſuch abuſes exiſt, to 
take no ſteps towards remedying the evil, and to ſend 
up annually reports inferring that the uſual accommo- 
dations are furmihed when they are not, is a ſpecies 
of conduct, of which the Directors truſt m ſhall 
not in future have cauſe to complain, 

The Directors are perſuaded, that hardly any 
gentleman. could ſuffer ſo obvious and important a 
fource of improvement as @ Charity ſchool, to be 
withdrawn from his eſtate, from ſo deſpicable a motive 
as the expence of the trifling articles required by the 
Society for the accommodation of their ſchoolmaſter. 
And they are confirmed in this opinion, by the Secre- 
tary's report of the very handſome manner in which 
his repreſentations on this head were received, by the 


greateſt part of the landholders with whom he con- 


( 6 ) 


ct in the courſe of his me; tour. Among 3 
Hheſe he numbered, with particular reſpect, ſome pro- 
prietors of the Roman Catholic perſuaſion, whoſe reli- 
' gious opinions prevented them not from promiſing all 
countenance and ſupport to teachers of youth, though 
of. a different perſuafion. The politeneſs with which 
ſome of the great proprietors of the North received 
their Secretary, and their ready compliance with his 
propoſitions, demands the particular acknowledgment 
of the Directors. Among theſe they mention with 
pleaſure and reſpect, the Duke of Gordon, the Earls of 
Findlater and Fife, and Sir James Grant of Grant, 
who have a variety of the Society's ſchools ſta- 
tioned upon their eſtates ; but were in a great mea. 
fure unacquainted with the ſituation and wants of 
the ſchoolmaſters. To the Secretary's faithful repre- 
ſentations they willingly liſtened, and gave orders in 
conſequence to their men of buſineſs, not only for the 
uſual accommodations to be furniſhed, but alſo for two 
acres of arable land over and above, to be aſſigned to 
each of them ;—a matter of ſmall moment indeed to a 
proprietor of a great eſtate, but of eſſential conſequence 
to the comfort of a poor ſehoolmaſter's family. 

The Directors, and their noble Preſident the Earl of 
Kinnoull (who was in the chair when the Secretary 
gave in his report) were ſo much gratified by this 
part of it, that they unanimouſly voted, and at their 
requeſt the Preſident cheerfully tranſmitted their thanks 
to the Duke, the two noble Earls, and the Pe 
Baronet. a 

The example which theſe great proprietors ws ex- 
hibued, the Directors flatter themſelves, will be gene- 
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rally followed by heritors who have Society ſchygls al- 
ready eſtabliſhed upon their eſtates } and for themſelves, 
they have reſolved that in future they will enter into 
no terms for the erection of new ſchools, ſave with pro- 
prietors who ſhall diſcover a ſimilar ſpirit. 

In ſome inſtances, the Directors are ſorry to learn, 


that to an application to proprietors for the redreſs of 
| the grievances of their teachers, an ungracious anfwer 


has been returned. For the honour of their country; 
however, they are happy to acknowledge, that ſuch in- 


ſtances have been but few in compariſon. The gentle- 


men of Scotland, emancipated from the groſs preju- 
dices of barbarous times, ſeem now in general to wiſh 
for the extenſion of religious knowledge and the firſt 


principles of literature, among the people at large, and 


to reſt their hopes of influence upon the grateful affec- 
tions of an enlightened people; rather than the arbitrary 
power and deſpotie ſway of their forefathers: 

A chird part of the Secretary's plan ſtill remains to 


be accompliſhed, wiz. the viſitation of thoſe ſchools of 


the Society which are ſtationed in the Weſt of Scot- 
land, upon the Southern parts of the coaſt of Argyll, 
and in a variety of the Weſtern Iſlands, which in ſums 


mer 1789 he found it impoſlible for him to overtake. 


This tour, by far the moſt difficult of the three, on ac- 
count of the frequency of the ferries and the extent of 
the navigation, he ſtill keeps in view, and propoſes to 
proſecute as far as he ſhall find it parcticable. 
From the reports which haye been made to them; 
the Directors are confirmed in the opinion they previ- 


/ 


46 


ouſly entertained of the neceſſity and uſefulneſs of fuch 
a viſitation. Much important information has been 
already derived from it; and a variety of new and ne- 
ceſſary regulations with reſpect to their ſchools, they 
have found reaſon to adopt in conſequence; and with 
theſe, when printed and circulated, they, are n 
ed to enforce compliance. 

Upon the whole, the Directors indulge the pleaſing 
idea, that the unremitting pains and attention beſtowed 
upon the objects of this inſtitution, have been, and are, 
productive of moſt important benefits to their country; 
that the public, ſatisfied of their fidelity, are diſpoſed to 
continue their confidence with the Managers, and to aſſiſt 
them in promoting their plans. Their funds, it is 
true, are ample ; but from the liſt of their ſchools, 
which is ſubjoined, it will not be difficult for them, 
they imagine, to obtain credit, that they are wholly 
devoted to the purpoſes of the inſtitution. The truth 
is, that the ſtricteſt attention to economy is requilite, to 
make them extend ſo far, and embrace ſo many ob- 
jects. Still many more ſchools are wanted to ſupply 
the neceſſities of a variety of remote ſequeſtered di- 
ſtricts of the Highlands and Iſlands, which, notwith. 
ſtanding of all that has been done, are yet in a melan- 
choly fituation, and ſtill the habitations, though not of 
cruelty, yet in an eminent degree, of darkneſs and i is 
norance. | 

The Directors are determined againſt anticipating ' 
their funds, and involving them in debt; but they are 
at the ſame time equally reſolved againſt hoarding up 
their annual revenue, whatever ſhould be its amount. 
The public in genera], and their benefactors in parti · 


/ 


(.\64 ) 
cular, may reſt aſſured, that whatever the 


# 
i 
* 


bounty 


ir 
may confer, ſhall faithfully return to the public, either 


itution, or 


ſt 


the general objects of the in 


ting 
the particular purpoſes which may be preſcribed by 


in promo 
the donors. 
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THE PRESIDENT, DIRECTORS, AND OFFICERS 
c ; OF THE 


SOCIETY, FOR THE YEAR 1790. 


DAVID EARL OF LEVEN AND MELVILL, 
PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIETY 


Committee of Directors. 


RokERT EARL or KINNOULL Preſident. 


Sir James Colquhoun of Luſs, Bart. one of the * 
cCipal clerks of Seſſion, 


7 Rev. Thomas Randall, | ? Miniſters of 
Rev. Andrew Hunter, S. T. P. and D. D. 5 Edinburgh. 
Rev. William Paul, Miniſter of St. Cuthberts. 


Alexander Duncan, Eſq. 
William M Donald of St. Martins, Eig. To —_ 
James Forreſt of Comiſton, Eſq. | | 


Andrew Hamilton, Eſq. depute comptroller of Exciſe, 
John Dickſon, Eſq. advocate. 

Mr. John Moncrieff, apothecary. 

Mr. John Pitcairn, merchant. 

John Erſkine, Eſq. advocate. 

John Gardner, Eſq. banker. 


Rev. T. S. . Miniſter of Lady Glenorchy” S Chapel, 
SM E 


It. * 


| Officers of the Society. 


Rev. John Kemp, one of the miniſters of Edinburgh, 


14 Secretary. 

] 4 | | John Davidſon, Eſq. clerk to the ſignet, Treaſurer. 
? 4 | q | | William Galloway, Eſq. merchant in Edinburgh, 
_ Comptroller. 

bi een Chalmers, Eſq. Accountant General of Exciſe, 
| Accountant. 
Mr. Archibald Lundie, clerk to the fi gnet, Bookholder, 


Mr. James Bonar, clerk to the Solicitor of Exciſe, 
Clerk. 


j M. Gray, Bookſeller. 
Mungo Watſon, Beadle. 
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: þ The Secretary, Treaſurer, or any of the Principal Offi- 
| | cers of the Society in Edinburgh. 
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By Thomas Coutts, Eſq. Banker in the Strand. 
1 Henry Hunter, D. D. Charles' Square, Hoxton, Se- 
i 1 cretary to the Correſponding Board in London, 


| . William F Eſq. and Son, ono, Lombard- 
| | Street. 
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Form of a Bequeſt or Legacy. 


Tem, I give and bequeath the ſum of 
to the Society in Scotland 


| for ae Chriſtian Knowledge, to be applied, Iv 


either to the general objects of the inſtitution, 
or to ſuch particular purpoſes, conſiſtent with 
theſe objects, as the donor may think proper. 


N. B. Thoſe who may be pleaſed to favour 
this Society with Bequeſts or Legacies, are in- 
treated to expreſs their intention in the very 
words above directed; and particularly to take 
care that the words, in Scotland, be not omitted. 
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